
2021 ANNUAL REPORT
Dear Downtown partner,
Venture Richmond is proud to be the only organization dedicated solely to the health and vitality of Downtown’s 440-square 
blocks. In this, our first Annual Report, you’ll see the results of some of our work, along with the work of countless others 
who invest in Downtown every day.
While the last two years have been challenging, we’re here to remind you that for decades Downtown has gone through 
a dramatic transformation with billions of dollars of investment, from historic preservation and adaptive reuse projects 
to new construction. Neighborhoods that were once industrial are now vibrant residential and mixed-use neighborhoods. 
Office buildings have been converted into chic lofts and hotels. Today nearly 80,000 people work Downtown, and 25,000 
people call it home.
It isn’t hard to understand this growth when you visit our fabulous neighborhoods, art galleries and public art, award-
winning restaurants, unique shopping, festivals, the Canal Walk and Virginia Capital Trail, and the mighty James River with 
class IV urban rapids and miles of trails and parks attracting millions of visitors a year.
We believe in the innovation and resilience of Downtown businesses and institutions, and we look forward to working with 
you as we continue Downtown’s upward trajectory!
 
Sincerely,

 
Lisa Sims, CEO, Venture Richmond



10,000  
people attended  

the series

1400+  
sold out pods

70  
local musicians played

4,246,681  
total media impressions  

for the series

35,000  
people attended the 

festival

$2.5M  
economic impact 

generated by the festival 
annually

25  
groups performed 

2,001,201  
total media impressions  

for the festival

150,000  
people attended the festival

$37M  
economic impact generated 

by the festival annually

800  
volunteers help to make the 

festival possible

6,658,267  
total media impressions  

for the festival 

Advertising

7.6M 
impressions  
of the “Faces 
of Downtown” 
ad campaign 
featuring 50 
business owners over nine months

Website
209% increase in unique  

users over 2020

682,000 total page views in 2021,  
a 181% increase over 2020

205,701 blog/news page views  
in 2021, a 150% increase over 2020

21 webpages of new content  
were added

Social Media
2.7M total impressions to 

Venture Richmond’s social media 
accounts (not including event and 
riverfront accounts)
Instagram
1.34M total impressions in 2021

13,794 total followers,  
a 55% increase over 2020

160+ featured businesses

Facebook
1M total 
impressions  
in 2021

Twitter
318,876 total 
impressions,  
a 9% increase  
over 2020

Public Relations
141 media stories were  

run on Venture Richmond events, 
activities or community efforts 
promoting Downtown

 814  
participating  

athletes

15  
different outdoor  

athletic events  
over 3 days 

17  
event community 

partners

Our Events
Key drivers of Downtown visitation are a multitude of festivals and events,  
and four of the largest are produced by Venture Richmond Events, LLC.

Marketing Downtown
Venture Richmond is the only organization in the city whose marketing efforts 
are focused solely on Downtown and its businesses.
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Chef and owner of Maya, Maria Oseguera brings modern Mexican cuisine to 525 E. Grace Street. The restaurant offers a mix 
of Chef Maria’s Colombian culture and her husband Michael’s family roots in Amecameca de Juarez, Mexico. In 2012, Maria and 
her family not only transplanted themselves, but also their love of their food cultures to Virginia, bringing imaginative plates that 
impress the senses with rousing �avors and beautiful presentation, using fresh ingredients from local markets. 

Downtown has hundreds of small businesses, non-profits, and cultural institutions that are open!
For more information visit VentureRichmond.com.

MEET MARIA 
       OSEGUERA

venturerichmond.com       |     #MeetMeDowntown

Venture Richmond: Engaging business and 
community leaders to enhance 
the vitality of Downtown



Work*
80,000 people  
work Downtown

65% of the city’s  
public administration jobs  
are Downtown

63% of the city’s knowledge 
industry jobs are Downtown

43% of the city’s creative  
jobs are Downtown

53% of all citywide jobs  
are Downtown

Live*
25,000 people  
live Downtown 

70% of the residents  
are between 18-34

57% have a bachelor’s degree 
or higher

42% of Richmond’s  
population growth has  
been absorbed Downtown

Invest
$3.6B of total  
investment Downtown  
in over 75 development  
projects since 2019 

465 hours of private boat charters

5,800+ private charter passengers,  
a 60% increase over 2019

10,000+ people total (not a full  
historic tour season due to covid)

19 part-time employees

Maintaining Public Spaces
Venture Richmond provides enhanced property management services for a 440-block 
business improvement district comprising Downtown and the northern Riverfront.

Riverfront  
Canal Cruises
Venture Richmond contributes to Richmond’s 
tourism industry by owning and operating five 
authentic canal boats that offer historic tours 
annually from April through November.

Economic 
Development
Venture Richmond is proud to 
engage business and community 
leaders in partnering with the 
City to make investing, living, 
working, and playing in RVA  
a priority. 

Placemaking
Whether it’s wayfinding, beautification, or turning underused spaces 
into community gathering places, Venture Richmond has a hand in 
placemaking efforts to improve the quality of life Downtown.

Clean, Safe & Green
1M+ gallons of litter, leaves and weeds removed from Downtown

25,000 hours of sidewalk cleaning

263 planters and hanging baskets, 83 blocks beautified Downtown

14 full-time employees 

Riverfront Maintenance and Visitation 
80,000 pounds of litter, trash, and debris removed from  
the Canal Walk and Brown’s Island

20,000 pet waste bags distributed to riverfront dog walkers

2,000+ plantings along the Canal Walk and nearby  
street medians

1M+ people visited Downtown’s riverfront and surrounding  
park system trails

500,000 crossings of the T. Tyler Potterfield Memorial Bridge  
as people made their way to and from Brown’s Island

15% increase in visitors to the Canal Walk between June  
and October 2021, compared to the same time period in 2019 

new pedestrian plaza, street mural, and parklet installed at the intersection of 
W. Marshall St. and Brook Rd. with a $25,000 Bloomberg Philanthropies grant 
in addition to contributions from the City of Richmond Public Art Commission, 
Venture Richmond and 12 community partners

additional bike racks installed Downtown for a total of 13 racks, providing 
parking for over 130 bicycles, in partnership with Bike Walk RVA

new picnic tables built for public use on Brown’s Island in partnership  
with the Richmond Toolbank

parklets installed by the City of Richmond in various RVA neighborhoods  
as an outcome of Venture Richmond’s Picnic in a Parklet program
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5 * 2020 IDA Study, “The Value of US 

Downtowns and Center Cities, Calculating 
the Value of Downtown Richmond, VA”



BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Makola Abdullah
Virginia State University
Neil Amin
Shamin Hotels, Inc.
Ken Ampy
Astyra Corporation
John Baker
WestRock
Edward H. Baine
Dominion Energy Virginia
Becky Bareford
Federal Reserve Bank  

of Richmond
Victor Branch
Bank of America
Gerald Burr, Jr.
Canterbury Enterprises
Kelly Chopus
Sharon Dabney-Wooldridge
Klean Kare Team, Inc.
Christine G. Daniels
Wells Fargo
Joi Dean
Richmond Metropolitan 

Authority
Susan Dewey
Virginia Housing Development 

Authority
Carmina Drummond
The Martin Agency

Candace C. Formacek
Universal Corporation
Moses Foster
West Cary Group
Thomas Gayner
Markel
Douglas S. Granger
Hunton Andrews Kurth
Rick Gregory
Lynx Ventures
Kym Grinnage
WWBT NBC-12
Kevin Hallock
University of Richmond
Monroe E. Harris, Jr., DMD 
Virginia Oral & Facial Surgery
Connie Hom
Buckingham Greenery
Mark Hourigan
Hourigan Construction
Chris Johnson
The Monument  

Companies, LLC
Rob Jones
Alliance Group
Jason Kamras
Richmond Public Schools
Gregg S. Karawan
Genworth Financial
Hakim Lucas
Virginia Union University

Michael Manson
Philip Morris USA,  

an Altria Company
Floyd Miller
Metropolitan Business League
Cynthia Newbille
Richmond City Council
Shawn O’Brien
Atlantic Union Bank
Leslie Parpart
CarMax, Inc.
Burt Pinnock
Baskervill
Michael Rao
Virginia Commonwealth 

University
Jeff Ricketts
Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield
Ellen Robertson
Richmond City Council
Lisa Ruggles
CoStar Group
Jacquelyn E. Stone
McGuire Woods, LLP
Chris Tsui
EAT Restaurant Partners
Ted Ukrop
Quirk Hotel
Massie Valentine
Davenport & Co., LLC

Ned Valentine
Harris Williams & Co.
Marilyn West
M. H. West & Co.
Samuel Young
Astyra

DIRECTORS EMERITUS
John Bates
Thomas E. Gottwald 
NewMarket Corporation
Bruce R. Hazelgrove, III
NewMarket Corporation
C. T. Hill
Brian Jackson
Hirschler
Kenneth S. Johnson
Johnson, Inc.
Mark Merhige
Bantry Hill Ventures
Dr. Pamela Royal
Royal Dermatology
Dr. Eugene P. Trani
James E. Ukrop
NRV
Robert Woltz

VENTURE RICHMOND OFFICERS
Chairman, Darius Johnson, 

Dominion Energy
Vice Chairman, Farhad 

Aghdami, Williams 
Mullen

President, Levar M. Stoney, 
City of Richmond

Secretary, Devon Henry, 
Team Henry Enterprises

Treasurer, Paula Pando, 
Reynolds Community 
College

General Counsel, Brian K. 
Jackson, Hirschler

Immediate Past Chairman, 
Adam N. Harrell, Jr., 
Harrell & Chambliss

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Robert Angle, Troutman Pepper
Sherrie Armstrong, Community 

Foundation for a greater 
Richmond

Jean Boone, Richmond Free Press
William Cooper, Atlantic 

Constructors, Inc.
Tim Davey, Timmons Group
Thomas K. Davis, T. K. Davis 

Construction
John Gregory, Lynx Ventures
Robert J. Grey, Jr., Esq., Leadership 

Council on Legal Diversity
Kenneth Jones, Prestige Construction
Justin Knight, Apple REIT
Otto Konrad, Williams Mullen
Charles Macfarlane, Macfarlane 

Partners
Owen Matthews, Kings Dominion
Edward McCoy, Eaheart  

Industrial Service, Inc.
Rumy Mohta, Atlas Branding  

& Communications
Thomas Osgood
Harold Parker, Jr., Old Dominion 

Electrical Supply
Angela Patton, Girls for a Change
Robert Sledd, Pinnacle Ventures
Dwight Snead, Dwight Snead 

Construction
Andrew Thornton, LaDifference
Jason Vickers-Smith, WVS Companies
Scott Warren, Warren Whitney
Brian White, Main Street Realty

OUR CONTRIBUTORS
Major Contributors
3North
Altria 
Anthem 
Atlantic Union Bank
Bank of America
Bon Secours 
Capital One
CarMax 
CoStar Group
Davenport & Co., LLC

Dominion Energy  
Charitable Foundation 

Harris Williams & Co.
Hirschler 
HKS, Inc.
Hourigan Construction 
Hunton Andrews Kurth 
KleaneKare, Inc
LaDifference
Lynx Ventures
Michael Manson

The Martin Agency
McGuire Woods
The Monument Companies 
NewMarket Corporation 
Reynolds Community 

College  
Robins Foundation
Troutman Pepper
Truist
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Ukrop 
Ted & Katie Ukrop

The Universal Leaf 
Foundation 

UPS Freight
Virginia Commonwealth 

University
 VCU Health
Walter Parks Architects
Wells Fargo Foundation 
WestRock
Williams Mullen Foundation

Contributors
Aghdami Family Fund, 

Community Foundation 
for a greater Richmond

Apple Hospitality REIT
Astyra
Atlantic Constructors 
Baskervill
John & Beverly Bates
Becky Bareford
Al Broaddus 
Buckingham Greenery
Canterbury Enterprises LLC   
C. B. Chandler Construction 
Kelly Chopus
Dominion Realty Partners
EAT Restaurant Partners

The Garner Family Fund, 
Community Foundation 
for a greater Richmond

Kym & Kyle Grinnage
Robert Grey, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Brenton  

S. Halsey
Brenton & Lindsay Halsey 

Family Foundation, 
Community Foundation 
for a greater Richmond

Harrell & Chambliss
Adam N. Harrell, Jr.
Monroe & Jill Harris
 Tim Harry
Michael Hessberg
C.T. & Moira Hill 
James Center 

Brian & Tammy Jackson  
Michelle Johnson
Darius Johnson
Rob Jones
Kings Dominion
Macfarlane Partners 
Main Street Realty 
Sam & Natasha McDonald 
Floyd Miller
Rumy Mohta
Mutual Assurance Society 

of Virginia Fund,  
Community Foundation 
for a greater Richmond

Old Dominion Electrical 
Supply Co. 

Leslie Parpart
Prestige Construction

Richmond Free Press
Richmond Times-Dispatch
Royal Dermatology 
Team Henry Enterprises
Timmons Group 
Massie & Margaret 

Valentine
Virginia Credit Union
Virginia Housing 

Development Authority 
Virginia Tourism Corp. 
Virginia State University
Virginia Union University
Scott Warren 
West Cary Group 
WVS Companies

venturerichmond.com

200 S. 3rd St.
Richmond, VA 23219

(804) 788-6466

OUR STAFF
Lisa Sims, CEO
Anedra Wiseman-Bourne, Deputy 

Executive Director
Sharon Bassard, Events & Booking 

Manager
Morgan Carey, Marketing 

Coordinator
Alexander Dahm, Operations 

Manager
Renee Gaines, Office Administrator 
Erika Gay, Marketing & 

Communications Manager
Max Hepp-Buchanan, Director 

of Riverfront & Downtown 
Placemaking

Stephen Lecky, Director of Events
Lucy Meade, Director of Economic 

Development & Community 
Relations 

Carol Walls, Finance Manager 
Mavis Wynn, Event Operations 

Manager


